
Week 7: Sixth Grade Social Studies 

 Week 7 will be focusing on government in Ancient Rome. This will include vocabulary linked to Roman 

government specifically the types of people and their role in society, a brief timeline of events in Roman 

history, and creating your own set of laws for your Mythical World we have been creating. When working on 

your assignments please remember to follow instructions. One word or one sentence responses are not 

acceptable work if you are intending on being within standards. 

Schedule for Week 7 (5/11 – 5/15) 
Monday: Timeline of Roman Religion from Mythology to Christianity  
(Short Responses will be entered in the gradebook) 

Tuesday: Roman Republic Reading and Vocabulary 
(Vocabulary will be entered in the gradebook) 
 

Wednesday: Catch Up Day – Check the gradebook on Skyward to see if you have anything missing or if you 
know you are still working on something i.e. your map, your story, etc. 
(No Assignment Assigned for Today) 
 

Thursday: Writing Your Own Laws for Your Mythical World 
(Writing your own laws will be entered in the gradebook) 

Friday: Writing Your Own Laws for Your Mythical World 
(Writing your own laws will be entered in the gradebook continued) 
 

PLEASE READ: All the work will be posted on class notebook for electronic turn in if you are able to. 

Standards Being Assessed This Week: 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7  
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1  
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.  
 

Contact Information for Social Studies 

Mr. Stringham 
zstringham@northmasonschools.org 
Office Hours M-F 11-3 
Available via Remind and Email. 
 
*If you need the remind code. The codes can be found 
on the first page of every packet from Week 1 
through Week 6 or you can email me. 

Ms. Plas 
mplas@northmasonschools.org 

Office Hours M-F 10-4 

Zoom Meetings:  
Monday 2 p.m. 
Mtg ID 839 5689 9655 
Code MsPlas 

Zoom Meetings: 
Wednesday 11 a.m. 
Mtg ID  852 5412 7254 
Code MsPlas 

 

Cool Virtual Tours to Do If You Are Bored: https://www.romereborn.org/ or 

https://www.techradar.com/best/virtual-tours-museums-national-parks-around-the-world 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
mailto:zstringham@northmasonschools.org
mailto:mplas@northmasonschools.org
https://www.romereborn.org/
https://www.techradar.com/best/virtual-tours-museums-national-parks-around-the-world


(Materials for 5/11) Religion in Ancient Rome Timeline  

In Latin, “religio” means “something that binds.” For Romans, religion was a force that bound families 

together, bound subjects to their ruler and bound men to the gods.  
  

Private and Public Religion 
  

Roman religion was divided into two. Spirits watched over people, families and households, and the 

paterfamilias was in charge of the household worship that honored them.  
  

Romans also had a set of public gods, such as Jupiter and Mars. State worship was much more formal: colleges 

of priests paid tribute to these gods on behalf of Rome itself.  
  

Divine Blessing  
  

The objective of Roman worship was to gain the blessing of the gods and thereby gain prosperity for 

themselves, their families and communities.  
  

Emperors understood the central importance of religion to the lives of the Romans and used it for their own 

ends. Augustus appointed himself as the chief priest – or Pontifex Maximus – and used the appearance of 

Halley’s Comet to claim that he was, himself, the son of a god.  
  

Cult Worship  
  

Unlike most religions today, the Roman gods did not demand strong moral behavior. Roman religion involved 

cult worship. Approval from the gods did not depend on a person’s behavior, but on perfectly accurate 

observance of religious rituals. Each god needed an image – usually a statue or relief in stone or bronze – and an 

altar or temple at which to offer the prayers and sacrifices.  
  

Judaism in Ancient Rome  
  

However, the Roman religion was not the only one practiced in the first century AD. Far from it. Communities 

of Jews had existed in cities throughout the Roman Empire for centuries. Although they were generally treated 

with respect, trouble did occur. The Jewish philosopher, Philo, wrote of brutal treatment in Alexandria, while a 

revolt in Judaea led to the destruction of the temple and a change in the practice of the Jewish faith.  
  

Rise of Christianity  
  

The first century also saw the birth of a brand-new religion. Although he was executed by Rome at an early age, 

Jesus would have a massive impact on the Roman Empire. After his death, his message of eternal life and hope 

was spread across the empire by missionaries such as Paul. And although Christians in Rome suffered appalling 

persecution at times, their ideas refused to die: instead, they would conquer Rome itself.  

  
Worship  

Roman worship was divided into the public and the private. Families would honor their household spirits while 

Rome had colleges of official priests to ensure that its actions met with divine approval.  
  

Roman religion involved cult worship. Approval from the gods did not depend on a person’s behavior, but on 

accurate observance of religious rituals. Each god needed an image – usually a statue or relief in stone or bronze 

– and an altar or temple at which to offer prayers and sacrifices.  
  

Quid Pro Quo  



  

Requests and prayers were presented to gods as a trade: if the god did what was requested (the nuncupatio), then 

the worshipper promised to do a particular thing in return (the solutio). This trade was binding. To persuade the 

gods to favor the requests, a worshipper might make offerings of food or wine, or would carry out a ritual 

sacrifice of an animal before eating it.  
  

The Romans believed that their gods or spirits were actively involved in their daily lives. As a result, sacred 

meals were held in their name during certain religious festivals. It was believed that the god actually took part in 

the meal: a place was set for him at the table, invitations were issued in his name, and a portion of the food 

served was set aside for him to enjoy.  
  

Public Worship  
  

The public side of religion was more organized and more formal than the private. At home, the paterfamilias – 

head of the family – performed religious rituals for the household. Beyond the home, gods were worshipped by 

the state, which employed colleges of highly trained priests and priestesses.  
  

Roman Priests  
  

The two most important colleges for priests were the augures and the collegium pontificum. Augures were 

priests who had been elected for life. Only they had the authority to read and interpret signs from the gods.  
  

Although they could not predict the future, augures would discover whether the gods were happy with a 

particular plan, such as a battle. To do this, they would watch natural phenomena, such as lightning or birds in 

flight. Specialists (called haruspices) were also employed to read the entrails of sacrificed animals.  
  

Collegium Pontificum  
  

The collegium pontificum had four branches. The pontifices were by far the most important priests and 

controlled state religion. During the time of Julius Caesar, there were 16 of these priests, half of which were 

patrician, with the other half plebeian.  
  

The pontifices determined festival dates, assisted the emperor in his religious duties, and determined which days 

were legal for conducting business. They were headed by the pontifex maximus (chief priest) who, from 

Augustus onwards, was always the emperor.  
  

The King of Sacred Things  
  

The rex sacrorum, meaning “king of sacred things” was a patrician appointed for life and was barred from 

holding any other public office. Along with his wife, the regina sacrorum, he performed sacrifices on behalf of 

the state.  
  

The flamines were minor priests and had responsibility to a particular god. Although there were originally just 

15 flamines, over time more were added to serve emperors who had been deified.  
  

Roman Gods  

Aside from the spirits, worshipped privately at home, the Romans had a large number of public gods.  
  

Many gods were believed to have taken part in the founding of Rome. All were consulted and honored to make 

sure that the actions of the state met with divine approval.  
  

Roman religion was split in two: privately, families and households worshipped specific, individual spirits. 



Publicly, the Roman state honored many gods, all of which were believed to have human characteristics.  
  

Blended Gods  
  

Over the centuries, the movement of large numbers of people meant that gods from a variety of cultures, 

including Etruscan and Greek, merged together. As a result, Roman gods were a blend of deities, with close 

similarities to the gods worshipped by the ancient Greeks.  
  

In particular, the twelve greatest gods and goddesses in the Roman state religion – called the di consentes – 

paralleled the gods of Greek mythology. Although they kept Latin names and images, the links between Roman 

and Greek gods gradually came together to form one divine family that ruled over other gods, as well as 

mortals.  
  

The Big Three  
  

The three most important gods were Jupiter (protector of the state), Juno (protector of women) and Minerva 

(goddess of craft and wisdom). Other major gods included Mars (god of war), Mercury (god of trade and 

messenger of the gods) and Bacchus (god of grapes and wine production).  
  

Romans also believed that many of their gods had played an active part in the foundation of Rome. Venus was 

believed to be the mother of Aeneas, who according to legend had founded Rome, making her the divine mother 

of the Roman people. Similarly, Mars was the father of Romulus and Remus, the founders of Rome.  
  

Divine Rule  
  

Aeneas and Romulus themselves were believed to have been made gods after their deaths and the family of 

Augustus traced their roots back to these divine ancestors. As a result, the fact that Julius Caesar and his 

descendants were made into gods after they died was not just a way of honoring their achievements in power, it 

was also simple recognition of the fact that they belonged to a divine family.  
  

Over time, the same divinity was extended to wives and children. The whole imperial family came to be seen as 

gods and was often commemorated with temples and coins.  
  

New Religions Spread  
  

As the Empire expanded, it took control of new countries that had their own cultures and their own gods. In 

Egypt, Isis was a goddess of fertility; she was also a mother and a symbol of death and rebirth. She therefore 

combined the duties of several Roman goddesses, including Cybele, Aphrodite and Demeter.  
  

The trade and travel that was integral to the Roman Empire made it easy for the worship of gods to spread 

abroad and Isis came to be worshipped across the Empire. In the same way, the Persian god Mithras was 

popular with the Roman legions – many of whose soldiers had served in Persia – and shrines to him have been 

found in Britain, Syria, and across North Africa. Such was the effect of a multicultural Empire that spanned 

continents and countries.  

 

Early Christians  

 

The spread of Christianity was made a lot easier by the efficiency of the Roman Empire, but its principles were 

sometimes misunderstood, and membership of the sect could be dangerous.  
  

Although Jesus had died, his message had not. Word of his teachings spread to Jewish communities across the 

empire. This was helped by energetic apostles, such as Paul and by the modern communications of the Roman 



Empire.  
  

Spreading the Word  
  

Over 30 years, Paul clocked up around 10,000 miles, traveling across the Roman Empire. He preached in some 

of the empire’s most important cities. Although places like Ephesus, Philippi, Corinth and Athens looked 

magnificent, they were also home to tens of thousands of poor, desperate people who were the perfect audience 

for the Christian message of eternal life.  
  

Like Jesus, Paul spoke to people in their homes and synagogues. But he went beyond Jesus, who had only 

preached to Jews. Paul believed his message should also be taken to gentiles – the non-Jews.  
  

Relaxing the Rules  
  

This meant taking a more relaxed approach to ancient Jewish laws about food and circumcision. It was a slap in 

the face for Jewish tradition, but it was also the central reason for the rapid spread of Christianity.  
  

As the Christian movement began to accept non-Jewish members, it moved further away from the strict rules 

imposed on Jews. In so doing, it gradually became a new and separate religion.  
  

An Easy Target  
  

Despite its growing popularity, Christianity was sometimes misunderstood and membership could bring 

enormous risks. Widely criticized after the Great Fire of Rome in 64 AD, the Emperor Nero tried to divert 

attention away from his own failings by providing an easy scapegoat: the Christians.  
  

Although the followers of Jesus were working hard to spread the message, there were still very few Christians 

in Rome. They were regarded with suspicion. Some important Christian rituals were mistaken as cannibalism, 

others as incest. Christians became an easy target.  
  

Nero wasted no time. He arrested and tortured all the Christians in Rome, before executing them with lavish 

publicity. Some were crucified, some were thrown to wild animals and others were burned alive as living 

torches.  
  

A New Approach  
  

Despite this, Nero's persecution of the new Christian sect was brief and, in the first century at least, was not 

repeated in other parts of the empire. When asked by Pliny the Younger how to deal with Christians in the 

Asian provinces, Trajan replied that they should not be actively pursued. However, they could be punished if 

they were publicly criticized and refused to abandon their beliefs.  
  

Over time, the Christian church and faith grew more organized. In 313 AD, the Emperor Constantine issued the 

Edict of Milan, which accepted Christianity: 10 years later, it had become the official religion of the Roman 

Empire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Roman Religion Timeline Short Response 

 

Please write at least 4-5 complete sentences to answer the following questions. Use RACER format. 

  

1. How was religion used by emperors/the state to control the majority of the population?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

  

  

2. Why were the people of that time so easily influenced by religion?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

  

  

3. What is the difference between monotheism (one god) and polytheism (many gods)?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Materials for 5/12) Roman Republic 

Roman Government Vocab 

Government 

Vocabulary 

Write a 7-8 sentence summary of how the Roman Government 

worked using at least five of the vocabulary words to the left in 

your explanation. (Hint: Use the Article Below to Help You) 

Senators 

Plebeians 

Patricians 

Consuls 

Republic 

Tribunes 

Censor 

Tyrant 

Dictator 

Emperor 

Governor 

Constitution 

Triumvirate 

Directorate 

Aedile 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Roman Republic 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome_republic.php 

For 500 years Ancient Rome was governed by the Roman Republic. This was a form of government that 

allowed for people to elect officials. It was a complex government with a constitution, detailed laws, and elected 

officials such as senators. Many of the ideas and structures of this government became the basis for modern 

democracies. 

 

Who were the leaders of the Roman Republic? 

 

The Roman Republic had a number of leaders and groups that helped to govern. Elected officials were called 

magistrates and there were different levels and titles of magistrates. The Roman Government was very 

complicated and had lots of leaders and councils. Here are some of the titles and what they did: 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome_republic.php


 

The Roman Senate by Cesare Maccari 

 

Consuls - At the top of the Roman Republic was the consul. The consul was a very powerful position. In order 

to keep the consul from becoming a king or dictator, there were always two consuls elected and they only 

served for one year. Also, the consuls could veto each other if they didn't agree on something. The consuls had a 

wide range of powers; they decided when to go to war, how much taxes to collect, and what the laws were. 

 

Senators - The Senate was a group of prestigious leaders who advised the consuls. The consuls usually did 

what the Senate recommended. Senators were selected for life. 

Plebeian Council - The Plebeian Council was also called the Peoples Assembly. This was how the common 

people, plebeians, could elect their own leaders, magistrates, pass laws, and hold court. 

 

Tribunes - Tribunes were the representatives of the Plebeian Council. They could veto laws made by the 

Senate. 

 

Governors - As Rome conquered new lands, they needed someone to be the local ruler. The Senate would 

appoint a governor to rule the land or province. The governor would be in charge of the local Roman army and 

would also be responsible to collect taxes. Governors were also called proconsuls. 

 

Aedile - An Aedile was a city official who was responsible for the maintenance of public buildings as well as 

public festivals. Many politicians who wanted to be elected to a higher office, like consul, would become aedile 

so they could hold big public festivals and gain popularity with the people. 

 

Censor - The Censor counted the citizens and kept track of the census. They also had some responsibilities to 

maintain public morality and to look after public finances. 

 

The Constitution - The Roman Republic did not have a precise written constitution. The constitution was more 

of a set of guidelines and principals that were passed down from generation to generation. It provided for 

separate branches of government and balances of power. 

Were all people treated equally? 

 

No, people were treated differently based on their wealth, gender, and citizenship. Women did not get the 

right to vote or hold office. Also, if you had more money, you got more voting power. Consuls, Senators, 

and Governors only came from the rich aristocracy. This may sound unfair, but it was a big change from 

other civilizations where the average person had no say at all. In Rome, the regular people could band 

together and have considerable power through the Assembly and their Tribunes. 



(Materials for 5/13) Catch Up Day 

Work on something you still need to finish form previous weeks. 

(Materials for 5/14 and 5/15) Write Your Own Laws 

Writing Laws for Your Country  
For your Mythological World, you will need a few rules or laws that help keep the peace and 

put some expectations into place showing what property belongs to whom, what people can and 

cannot do, how to solve disputes, etc. Using the template below, think of 3 different scenarios 

that require a rule to be made. These can be about property ownership, marriage and family, 

school attendance, safety, taxes, or other challenges your country might face. Please describe 

your new law at the end and be clear about who it applies to and how it is enforced.  

  

*~*~*~*~*~*~  

Once upon a time in the country called ___________________________, there 

were no rules and no laws.   

  

#1  

People did not have to ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________,   

So everyone ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

Then one day, __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

As a result a law was created that said: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________.

   

#2  

People did not have to ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________,   

So everyone ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

Then one day, __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

As a result a law was created that said: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

#3  

People did not have to ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________,   

So everyone ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

Then one day, __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________.

  

As a result a law was created that said: _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 


